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 THE RELATIONS BETWEEN ENGLAND AND THE

 NORTHERN POWERS, 1689-1697.

 PART I.-DENMARK.

 By Miss M. LANE, M.A.

 Read June 15, 1911

 I.-THE POSITION AND POLICY OF DENMARK.

 A NOTABLE feature of Baltic politics at the close of the
 seventeenth century was the rivalry of Sweden and Den-
 mark, which had fought with each other during several
 centuries for supremacy, or even for existence. To the
 permanence and strength of this feeling, and its importance in
 the politics of the North, contemporary and modern author-
 ities, the correspondence of Louis XIV and William III and
 their ministers, with Ranke, Bain, and the 'Cambridge
 Modem History,' equally bear witness. At this period,
 however, Denmark hankered after an alliance with Sweden,
 of course on her own terms. The explanation is that
 Denmark was a more purely Baltic Power than Sweden;
 If there had been peace in the Baltic, Denmark could
 have become powerful and wealthy; but her ministers,
 themselves wretchedly poor, were actuated by mercenary
 motives. Hence the dangerous policy of fleecing the
 merchants who passed the Oresund. Unfortunately, the
 refusal of Sweden to come to terms with her rival made it

 possible for the English and Dutch, especially the latter, to
 maintain a balance of power in the Baltic, and thus diminish
 Denmark's gains. Griffenfeld, who has been regardedI
 as Denmark's greatest statesman, had seen how beneficial

 1 R. N, Bain, Scandinavia.
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 an alliance with Sweden, with the Duchy of Holstein-
 Gottorp (whose efforts against Danish absorption were
 vigorously supported by Sweden) and France, the rival
 of the Sea Powers, would be to Denmark, provided she,
 and not Sweden, manipulated the policy of the league
 for her own benefit.

 After Griffenfeld's fall Christian V still pursued this
 scheme with as much earnestness as his weak and vain

 character allowed.' His plan at this time was to marry his
 eldest son to Hedwig Sophia, eldest daughter of the King
 of Sweden, and- heir to the throne after the delicate
 boy who was to become Charles XII. If he succeeded
 he would gratify a private enmity; for the girl was
 promised to the son of the Duke of Holstein-Gottorp,
 Christian's brother-in-law and mortal enemy. About a
 century before 2 Christian III, who then held the duchies
 of Schleswig and Holstein, had granted a condominium in
 them to his brother. Since that time brotherly love had
 died out and cousinly jealousy increased. The King, as
 the stronger party, was continually trying to deprive the
 Duke of his sovereignty and to turn him into a dependent
 vassal. The Duke was supported, for their own ends, by
 the provincial nobility and by Sweden. This alliance, and,
 above all, the possibility of the Duke becoming King of
 Sweden, kept Denmark, and by consequence Germany, in
 a state of ferment. Unfortunately for Denmark, Sweden's
 hatred of her was too great to permit of any alliance, even
 if the latter had thought it to her interest.

 With regard to the Grand Alliance, both Powers, as
 members of the Empire (Sweden held Pomerania), were
 engaged to it; but in their far more important position as
 crowned heads they were not pledged. A careful survey of
 the original records does not reveal any Danish policy
 worthy of the name. The Danish ministers were swayed

 1 Cambridge Modern History, vol. v. chap. 18.
 2 Bain, Scandinavia.
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 by a number of conflicting feelings, but, so far as they
 had a predominant passion, it was a love of bribes and
 a desire to join the winning party and to share the booty.
 The reason is to be found in domestic affairs.' In I66o
 the King had united with the down-trodden peasants and
 burghers to change his very limited into an absolute
 monarchy, and had crushed the noble obligarchy as it had
 crushed the lower orders. The consequence was a want of
 national spirit and great poverty. Nor was Christian V the
 man to make the deficiencies good, for his chief character-
 istic was an overweening pride in the fact of his being the
 first hereditary King of Denmark, whilst to support his
 position he ground down his people by taxes to maintain
 an army which made all his neighbours uneasy. Christian
 had an ardent admiration for France as the beau-ideal of

 autocracies. He disliked the Dutch as Republicans; nor
 did he love the Revolution in England, though he was
 reconciled to it in some measure by the advancement of his
 brother George-Anne's husband. The alliance of the Sea
 Powers was odious to him. He sought an alliance with
 France in order to balance the power of the Emperor (always
 an object of jealousy to the Germanic princes), as well as
 that of the Maritime Powers. His ministers, poor, and the
 more greedy because of the uncertainty of their position
 in an autocracy, pined for the golden stream of pensions
 and presents which rumour represented as flowing from
 Versailles into the hands of those willing and able to
 serve Louis XIV, though the amounts spent by him in
 this way were probably much exaggerated if we judge
 from M. Pages' account of Germany.2 On the other
 hand, sensitiveness to European public opinion and a
 desire to conciliate the Emperor inclined Christian to the
 alliance, while his ministers, mindful of the wealth of the

 1 Molesworth's Denmark and Cambridge Modern History, vol. v.
 chap. 18.

 2 Contributions 4 i'histoire de la politique franpaise, etc. G. Pages.
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 Maritime Powers, were quite ready to take money from both
 sides. 'This is an extreme poor country and gold is
 omnipotent. ... I know not why guinneys should not be
 better than louis d'or.'" The equality between the two
 parties throughout the war is the fact that makes the
 relations of England and Denmark so complicated; treaties
 are begun and seem in a hopeful way until the fear of
 compromising herself too deeply causes the warmth of
 Danish friendship suddenly to cool. The consequence of
 this conduct, which had long characterised Denmark,
 was to disgust William completely; nor was Louis
 much more tolerant. The weakness and corruption of
 Denmark lost Christian that consideration for which he

 pined, and turned the scale in favour of Sweden.

 II.--THE RELATIONS BETWEEN DENMARK AND ENGLAND,
 1689-1693.

 Denmark 2 was willing enough to make an alliance with
 the Maritime Powers after the Revolution. The latter were

 also eager for it, but were kept back by two considera-
 tions: 3 the Emperor had no money to subsidise Denmark,
 and if Denmark joined the Allies Sweden would at once join
 France.4 The Dutch also had private objections, for Den-
 mark had money claims on them which they were not
 ready to satisfy, as they would be obliged to do if a treaty
 were made.

 But, though an alliance was not possible, the Treaty of
 Altona 5 and the moderation of Sweden, which shut the

 I S.P.F., Denmark, 22. Molesworth to Warre, July 13, 1698.

 2 Ibid., Heemskirk to William, Jy, 1689. Ranke,vol.vi. pp. 1o, Tr.
 S.P.F., Holland, 222, Dursley to Nottingham, Mach286go.

 4 Ibid., January ", 16 .
 5 S.P.F., Sweden, 13, Duncombe to Nottingham, August 3 and 7, 1689.
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 French out of the Baltic by a defensive league with Denmark,
 set free the Danish troops, and William was eager to hire
 7000 of them for service in Ireland. Troops were urgently
 needed, and the arrangement would in some sort bind
 the Danes to England. The melancholy Molesworth was
 despatched as ambassador, and found the Danes ready to
 take English money but too vain (see d'Avaux's description I
 of them: ' Une vanit insupportable, carachtre insiparable
 des Danois), greedy and small-minded to have any steady
 European policy, or to appreciate the efforts of the Allies.
 He obtained the troops at last 2 (Molesworth to Warre,
 August 16 and 17, 1689),3 but at a higher price than pleased
 William, or than the Danes really hoped to get. 'These are
 heavy conditions, which I accepted solely for the general
 good,' the King wrote to Heinsius, September , 1689.4
 Even then the French faction, in accordance with their
 promise to France,5 tried to cheat the envoy by taking the
 subsidies and refusing * to send the troops, and, when that
 device failed, by transporting the troops ? so wretchedly as
 to call forth a protest from the English agent. ' If His
 Majesty or My Lord Nottingham could but comprehend
 the troubles and pains I am at, they would rather pity than
 blame me,' wrote the harassed ambassador.

 There is, preserved among the 'Foreign State Papers' of
 the year 1689,8 an interesting memorial, containing a pro-
 position to lend ?Io,ooo to the Duke of Holstein-Gottorp
 as a mortgage on Heligoland, which would then soon
 become English, for the Duke could never repay the debt.
 The writer urged that a garrison of fifty soldiers would be

 1 Nigociations en Su~de, ii. p. 223,
 2 Luttrell's Diary, September 20, 30, and November 7, 1689, and S.P.F.,

 Denmark, 22, Molesworth to Warre, August x6, 17, and September 3, i689.
 3 S.P.F., Sweden, I3, September 14, I689, Duncombe to Nottingham,
 SAdd. MSS. 34504, vol. i. f. 13.
 5 S.P.F., Sweden, 13, September 4, x689.
 6 S.P.F., Denmark, 22, October i3, 1689.
 7 Ibid., October 22, 30, 1689,  8 Ibid.
 T.S.--VOL. V. M
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 ample; that the island would make a splendid station; and
 also that it commanded the mouth of the Elbe, the country
 round which furnished naval stores when the Baltic was

 closed. The project was never taken up,' for the Duke found
 he could not sell it without Denmark's consent.

 Since Denmark drew most of her revenue from the

 Sound dues, and since she objected to the alliance of the
 Maritime Powers even more than did Sweden, she took the
 lead in opposing the prohibition of trade between France
 and the rest of Europe proposed by England and Holland.2
 Indeed, as Molesworth pointed out to Warre, the refusal of
 Parliament to relax the Navigation Act, reinforced by the
 prohibition, was very burdensome; 'it is very hard neither
 to trade with them ourselves nor suffer them to trade with

 France.' As early as February 1, 1689, Denmark
 was defying the Dutch, whom she ever hated, and pressing
 them for passports to trade with France freely, with the
 veiled threat to do so in any case and retaliate for
 arrests of Danish vessels on the ships of the nation which
 made them.

 England therefore 4 tried to obtain a treaty of commerce
 in 1690o with Denmark. It was delayed by the former's
 'stiffness' in money matters.5 The Danes resented this
 but, like the Swedes and the Hansards, waited to see how
 the Allies fared before declaring themselves.6 At first
 they were content with asking for an interim relaxation of
 the Navigation Act, to allow Dutch and Swedish ships to
 carry Danish goods. But as their impatience grew they
 sent out their fleets,7 nominally to England and Holland,

 i S.P.F,, Hamburgh, 17, January 7, 16g, No. 5i,
 2 S.P.F., Denmark, 22, May 24, x689.
 3 S.P.F., Holland, 222, Dursley to Nottingham.
 * S.P.F., Denmark, 22, Greg to Warre, July 5, 16go,

 6 Ibid., Molesworth to Warre, March 8, 16~.

 6 Ibid., Greg to Warre, March 11, 16~,
 7 Ibid., March 29, 169o.
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 and furnished with passports from those countries; but
 it was strongly suspected that they would go to France
 instead if the English lost Ireland. At last Christian
 issued a proclamation ordering the convoys to be
 strengthened,' and almost tantamount to a declaration of
 war with the Dutch. Nevertheless, both this and the
 mutual protection given by the Danish and Swedish ships
 to each other's merchantmen were taken by the English
 envoy, Greg, to be merely devices to secure better terms
 from England. Great, therefore, was the consternation of
 the Maritime Powers when the defeat of Beachy Head
 showed their inability to enforce the prohibition.2 Moles-
 worth and the Dutch envoy dared not show their faces in
 a Court 'which we hectored in relation to the French

 commerce, notwithstanding our weakness at sea, which I
 all along knew.'

 Both Sweden and Denmark, but especially the latter,3
 aggravated their unfriendly conduct by countenancing the
 Hanse towns in their attempts to evade the publication of
 the Imperial avocatoria, or prohibition against the trade
 with France. The Hanse merchants were greedy and
 selfish; the Emperor would do nothing to weaken his in-
 fluence in the Imperial towns; the German princes wanted
 their French luxuries; and Denmark was eager to en-
 courage conduct which must leave her Hamburg's only
 protector.4 All these potentates favoured the loud com-
 plaints of the Hanse against the Sea Powers on the arrest
 of their ships; and the Emperor supinely allowed them
 to delay the publication of the avocatoria twice. But
 William did not intend that the Hanse burghers should
 fatten on the trade which the English and Dutch denied
 themselves, and was vehemently angry at this inter-
 ference. The Hamburgers, seeing they would not be

 1 S.P.F., Denmark, June 28.
 2 Ibid., July 22, I69o,
 See S.P.F., Hamburgh and Hanse Towns, 17, passim.

 SS.P.F., Holland, 222, Ai22, 169o, Dursley to Nottingham.
 M2
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 allowed to nullify the prohibition by their neutrality, re-
 luctantly1 published the avocatoria, and prevailed on the
 French agent to depart, after obtaining from Louis, whom
 they feared, a recognition of their good intentions.

 But, unfortunately for the prohibition, Hamburg was
 torn by the factions of the Senate and burghers, or oligarchy
 and democracy. The burghers were resolved on trade
 with France, whatever happened, and wished to enjoy it
 under Denmark's protection,2 for 'they say there is no other
 way for them to live and trade.' The Senate saw the danger
 to their independence, but was too weak and corrupt to
 resist. Consequently the Elbe became the centre of an
 enormous trade with France, largely contraband. 'The
 French are sensible that the greatest quantities of powder
 and maritime provisions which they receive come all by
 the Elbe, on ships borrowed from Hamburg, under Danish
 colours and with Danish passes.'

 The Hamburgers might well choose the Danes as their
 protectors, since the latter were doing with enormous
 success what their prot6g6s hoped to do. Well may their
 historian, Allen,4 call the reign of Christian V the golden
 period of Danish commerce! He ascribes this to the
 preservation of their neutrality; but the fact is that it was
 largely due to their success in ' colouring' other people's
 goods. Anyone who wished to trade with France under
 the cover of a neutral flag could lade in Danish bottoms,
 obtain Danish passes, and sail under Danish convoy, and
 no questions were asked so long as the money was paid.
 Nor were the Danes too scrupulous about carrying contra-
 band. Hence came a golden time for Denmark, though
 most of the profit went to the King and the officials; and
 hence, also, much moral indignation when the Maritime
 Powers tried to stop the trade, or coyness when they wished

 1 S.P.F., Hamburgh, I7, No. 12I, May 23, x69o, Rycaut to Nottingham.
 2 Ibid., I8, No. 6, March 29, 1692.
 3 Ibid., No. 249, June 5, x69I.
 ' Histoire de Danemark, vol. ii. p. 128.

This content downloaded from 165.193.178.102 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 14:48:16 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 ENGLAND AND THE NORTHERN POWERS, 1689-1697 165

 to regulate it. Here are two descriptions of the Danish
 trade: Robinson ' wrote to Blathwayt: '(Denmark) 'tis
 notoriously known, hath neither ships, nor Goods, nor
 Capital, wherewith honestly to drive that Trade, to which
 it now pretends, and which . . . is a perfect Lorendragery,'
 i.e. contraband. Again, a Swedish minister told him2 that
 the Swedish trade should be purer than that of Denmark,
 'where it was manifest that even the greatest ministers, as well
 as others, were guilty of collusion and very irregular dealings.'

 However, the Battle of the Boyne, and the good recovery
 of the Allies after the defeats of Beachy Head and Fleurus,
 and also the coolness between them and Sweden,3 made
 the Danes still ready to listen to proposals of treaties. On
 July x8, 1689, Dursley4 wrote to Nottingham that he
 hoped that if Denmark would not join the Grand Alliance it
 would at least make a defensive and offensive treaty with
 the States-General, inclusive of England, and recommended
 that an 'acceptable project' should be drawn up by the
 Maritime Powers.5 'The chief difficulty of the league
 (between Denmark and the Grand Alliance) will consist
 in the point of money,' wrote Dursley on IZ 4, 1690.
 The Emperor had no money for a subsidy, and the toll
 on the Elbe which Denmark desired, and would have
 taken in its place, was a very delicate matter. The fact
 was that the King of Denmark had long coveted the
 suzerainty of the great free city of Hamburg,6 to which
 he had in truth some claims. Any advance by the King
 of Denmark in this direction of course aroused the fierce

 jealousy of his neighbours, who all coveted Hamburg also;
 especially of the House of Luneburg, which was favoured

 1 Add. MSS. 35105, f. 25, February 22, I692.
 2 S.P.F., Sweden, 14, February 23, I694.

 3 S.P.F., Denmark, 22, Greg to Warre, August 9, 169o.
 S.P.F., Holland, 222.

 j Ibid.

 6 S.P.F., Denmark, 24, Greg to Williamson, January ', i698.
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 by the Senate, or oligarchical faction, as the King was by
 the burgher party. The toll on the Elbe,' to be levied on
 ships passing up and down that river at Gluckstadt, a
 Danish city below Hamburg, was not only worth Ioo,ooo
 guilders,2 but put Hamburg under close control in commercial
 matters. The Emperor always posed as the protector of
 the free Imperial cities, and had no motive to offend all the
 princes and cities of North Germany in order to aggrandise
 Denmark. So, though he promised to try to reconcile the
 North German princes to the toll, he was not very zealous.
 The English envoys at the Hague and Copenhagen,3 who
 thought only of the danger of losing a new ally 'when
 we have her suer,' and ascribed the resistance of the Ham-
 burghers to the natural selfishness of merchants, promised
 William's all-powerful intercession with the Emperor for the
 toll. But William, as the head of the Alliance, shared the
 Emperor's feelings, and did not think a treaty with Denmark
 worth the price. In spite, then, of the repeated requests
 from Denmark and the English ambassador at Copenhagen,
 Lord Paget at Vienna still continued to oppose the toll ; and
 Dursley 4 placated the House of Luneburg with this news.

 At the same time the growing coolness and obstinate
 delays of Sweden over the treaty of commerce,5 culminating in
 her offer of mediation between France and the Allies, made
 an understanding between Denmark and the Maritime Powers
 very desirable. 'We ought to make much of Denmark and
 quicken our alliance with them,' wrote Dursley.6 The pro-
 posals for a treaty of commerce seem to have been offered
 at first to both the northern crowns, but when Sweden's offer
 of mediation aroused fears of dalliance with France,7 Denmark

 1 S.P.F., Holland, 222, July 24
 2 S.P.F., Denmark, 22, Molesworth to Warre, August 12, 16go.
 3 S.P.F., Holland, 222, Dursley to Nottingham, August 5, I69o.
 4 Ibid., September 9, 690o.

 SIbid., ugust 2 1690.
 September I'

 o Ibid., October 7, I69o.
 7 Ibid., October , 169o0.

This content downloaded from 165.193.178.102 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 14:48:16 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 ENGLAND AND THE NORTHERN POWERS, 1689-1697 167

 formulated demands of her own. As to the defensive

 treaty, Denmark asked for i (i) the restitution of all her
 ships taken by the Dutch, (2) satisfaction from the States-
 General, and (3) permission for fifty ships to trade with
 France,2 each making more than one voyage a year. This
 meant that the trade with France would be larger than ever.
 The chief difficulty lay in the restitution of ships, since
 many of those taken had false bills of lading. However,
 if the States-General restored the rest, it was hoped that
 Denmark would lower her other demands.

 As for the negotiations for a close alliance and an offensive
 treaty with the Maritime Powers 8 Denmark at first offered
 4000 troops to the Emperor, but the Maritime Powers pre-
 ferred to hire 12,ooo men. Finally, Denmark made three
 points: the Sea Powers were (i) to support the Danish
 King's request for satisfaction from the Empire re the Elbe
 toll, etc.; (2) to employ the Danish troops in Flanders in-
 stead of in Ireland; and (3) to prepare a positive statement of
 their proposals for a treaty with Denmark. These terms were
 not very pleasing.4 The Dutch therefore did not share Moles-
 worth's eagerness for a conclusion of the defensive treaty
 on Danish terms, and were relieved to hear that the Danes
 were more likely to send troops than to join the Alliance.5

 Meanwhile the irritation over the trade with France

 grew. There was a large open contraband trade with
 that country,6 and the English could only stand and
 look on at the preparations, since they might not attack
 the French in neutral ports. The Danes complained
 loudly of the arrests of their ships by the English and

 1S,P.F., Denmark, 22, Memoranda of February 20, 21, I69g.

 SS.P.F,, Holland, 222, Dursley to Nottingham, November 1, x6go.
 * Luttrell's Diary, October 14, 16go, mentions an offer of more troops

 and an alliance by the Danes to William III.

 S.P.F., Holland, 222, Dursley to Nottingham, December 99, 169o.
 5 Ibid., December 23 1690o ) January 2

 6 S.P.F., Denmark, 22, Greg to Warre, October 28, 1690.
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 Dutch, and took the examination of their passports as
 a great insult, probably because they were often incorrect
 or out of date. Nor were they soothed by the answer of
 one English captain, that he was in the service of the King
 of England and 'did not care a bit' for other powers.
 Christian's dignity, a very sensitive quality, was also
 sorely hurt by the refusal of the English ships to salute
 the fortress of Cronberg because the garrison would not
 return them gun for gun, but only three.s After much
 trouble on both sides the English envoy succeeded in
 persuading the English ships to fire three guns, and three
 only, and thus keep an equality.

 The troubles over the prohibition caused the negotiations
 to fail. The Danes became more hostile as Sweden came

 nearer to the Allies after the differences over the mediation

 had been disposed of. On January 5, I69I,S we find Dursley
 telling Nottingham that he and the Spanish and Imperial
 ministers had remonstrated in a friendly way with the
 Danes for taking the law into their own hands, and forcibly
 detaining some Dutch ships in Danish ports in order to
 oblige the States to do them justice.

 Worse was to come. In their anger at the action of
 the Sea Powers 4 Sweden and Denmark so far forgot their
 enmity, even more bitter of late, as to make a treaty for
 the protection of their commerce ' according to the laws
 of nations, neutrality and treaties '-an earlier 'Armed
 Neutrality.' This was presented to Queen Mary, then
 Regent, by the Danish envoy, de la Fouleresse, May 9, 169I,
 who at the same time assured her of the friendship of
 Denmark and hoped she would prevent unpleasantness by
 ordering her ships not to molest commerce. On June II
 he showed her the orders to the Danish and Swedish

 1 S.P.F., Denmark, 22, Greg to Warre, October 29, etc.
 2 Ibid., October 28, 16go, and elsewhere.
 3 S.P.F., Holland, 222.
 4 S.P.F., Denmark, 22, and Allen, Histoire de Danemark, p. 128, and

 Grovestin's Histoire des luttes et rivalitds entre les puissances maritimes et la
 France, vi. p. 261.
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 convoys not to harbour foreigners or contraband. In spite
 of these friendly professions, it is easy to see how very
 dangerous this league was to England.

 The Dutch 1 hastened to ease matters by patching up a
 convention with Denmark, since Sweden would not come
 to terms. The chief object seems to have been 2 'to limit
 the insolence of the privateers to neutral vessels,' for in
 truth the Zeeland 'capers,' i.e. privateers, had made them-
 selves a byword for violence. So for a time the danger of
 an open collision with the Baltic Powers was averted.8

 The danger certainly did not make England more
 conciliatory. This volume of State papers 4 has numerous
 memorials to the English Government in 1691 and 1692,
 becoming more and more violent in tone, until at
 last a document5 of March 24, 1692, shows that Alefeld
 thoroughly offended the English Queen and government.
 So much did they object to his conduct and tone that
 he was superseded on August 8, 1692.6 The complaints,
 however, did not lessen: there was a grand r6sum6 of
 them in a memorial of December I, presented to William,
 to inform him as to what the grievances of the Danes
 really were.

 Their complicity in the French trade and the presence
 of the Danish town of Gluckstadt, lower down the Elbe ('a
 strong bit to this town,' Rycaut, the English envoy, called
 it), had put the Hamburgers under the thumb of Denmark.7
 From laying taxes on their trade with France because it was
 illegal, Christian advanced to offering a treaty by which the

 1 William to Heinsius, vol. i. f. 65, August I6, I69I.
 2 Ibid., f. 60, July 5, 1691.
 3 Burnet, p. 573, and Macaulay, vol. ii. p. 368.
 4 S.P.F., Denmark, 23.
 I Ibid. There are numerous entries in Luttrell's Diary of Danish,

 Swedish and Hamburgh ships arrested by English vessels for carrying
 contraband, etc., to France, e.g. November 26, December 13, 24, 31, 1692.

 6 S.P.F., Denmark, 23.

 7 S.P.F., Hamburgh, 18, March 6, i691, Rycaut to Sydney, No. I.
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 Hamburgers were to acknowledge his suzerainty, his right
 of control over the Greenland fisheries, and were also to sail
 their ships under Danish colours. The Senate, of course,
 objected, but could have done little against the burghers
 had it not been for the interference' of the King of
 England, who plainly saw that this would almost wholly
 nullify the prohibition. Rycaut notified to the Senate that
 'in case they did proceed further . . .His Majesty would
 resent the same, who wanted neither power nor opportunitie
 to make them sensible of his displeasure.' s Christian was,
 of course, highly offended, but for the time he confined
 himself to squeezing, instead of annexing, Hamburg.

 On July 5, I692,8 Dursley was commissioned to make,
 in concert with Heinsius, a satisfactory treaty with Den-
 mark with regard to the commerce with 'Newters' and
 the toll on the Elbe. The 'Third Party' (for peace) was
 again active, and Sweden was leaning towards France.
 William,4 therefore, earnestly wished to win over Den-
 mark by treaties and bribes, and so weaken the 'Third
 Party.' Dursley's suggestions 5 were approved by Hein-
 sius, except that he feared they might give a loop-hole of
 escape to the neutrals and the Dutch trading with France
 (for their merchants broke the prohibition), who would
 take as much advantage as possible of the treaty. It was
 to be based on the convention of 1691, but since then great
 trouble had arisen over the passport question. The Danes
 neglected the treaty of 1670,6 and provided their ships with
 a passport from the Danish king only, resting merely on
 a general attestation that the oath not to trade with France

 1 S.P.F., Hamburgh, No. 5, March 25, 1692, to Nottingham.
 2 Ibid., 11, April 5, 1692, to Blathwayt.
 3 S.P.F., Holland, 222, to Nottingham.

 4 William to Heinsius, November :, November 6, 692, f. 104, vol i. 23' December 6V i
 5 S.P.F., Holland, 222, Dursley to Nottingham, gster 2, 1692.
 6 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, set of papers from January 6 to March 25,

 I692.
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 had been taken. It is no wonder, in view of the scope left
 for fraud, that the English Admiralty would not recognise
 these passports as sufficient when Danish ships were taken.
 The English required a 'corporal oath,' i.e. one taken in
 person in a Court of Law, written out and signed by the
 owners, a copy of this to be on board, with a certificate
 from the Danish Chancery that the oath had been taken.
 This would make a violation of the convention difficult or

 unpleasant, and the Danes objected to it. Meanwhile the
 Dutch I envoy, Hop, was negotiating in Denmark on the
 same subject, and also for the loan of 5000 soldiers. But
 the demands 2 of the Danes were outrageous, and William
 was convinced of their insincerity and ill-will, 'the sum
 they ask for payment is unbearable, and if they want
 commerce with France as well, we shall not get much for
 our money,' he wrote.

 The truth was that the fickle mind of Christian was now

 full of the hope of ruining the Luneburg princes, whom he
 detested. The princes opposed to the settlement of a
 ninth electorate in that family were known as the 'Corre-
 sponding Princes,' 8 and were headed by Denmark. This
 league formed an excellent basis for a Third Party, and
 threatened war in Northern Europe. It was, therefore,
 encouraged by France, both in the hope of distracting
 Germany, and also because the Luneburg princes had
 deserted France for the Allies, though their zeal in any
 cause was confined to their own interests. The ' Correspond-
 ing Princes' were restrained only by fear of Sweden, at that
 period the patron of the Luneburgers. Just now, however,
 Christian was in great hopes of winning over Charles XI.
 But the latter knew his own interests, and recognised the
 new elector in February 1693, to the huge mortification of

 i William to Heinsius, November6 , 1692, vol. i. f. 104.

 2 Ibid., December 33, 1692, f. io8.

 3 A. W. Ward, The Electress Sophia and the Hanoverian Succession
 pp. 224-238 especially.
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 Christian and to the relief of the Allies. ' The resolution of

 Sweden must be the rule of Denmark,' wrote Rycaut to
 Stepney, January Ii, 1692. The Danes promptly resumed
 the negotiation with Hop; 2 'the meaning of which is that,
 in case they cannot succeed in their treaties with other
 princes, they will be contented for a round sum of money to
 strike up with England and Holland.'

 Yet Christian V's heart was still set on an alliance with

 Sweden.s Though Charles would neither consent to the
 marriage-alliance nor join with Denmark in opposing the
 creation of the ninth electorate, yet both wanted trade
 with France and restitution of their ships. In March 1693
 the English negotiations with Denmark were damped by
 the news of an extended treaty4 between Denmark and
 Sweden. After bitter complaints of the arrests, the two
 Kings stipulated for the presentation of a strong memorial
 to the offenders; if that failed, for reprisals on them;
 and, if that were not enough, for the prohibition of com-
 merce with them. They also decided to avenge the arrests
 by Spain, which had little commerce, on the other Allies;
 and at the same time promised to observe the treaties
 against contraband.

 This treaty was not quite so ominous as it sounds; it
 was due merely to coincidence of commercial interests.
 Denmark had made no new treaty with France,5 she already
 drew a subsidy for her neutrality, nor were her relations
 with Sweden any closer. William ordered Danish and
 Swedish ships with passports according to the convention
 of 1691 with Denmark and the treaty of 1661 with Sweden
 to be allowed to pass, unless they carried corn, which was
 to be bought up.6 There was a great famine in France, and

 I Add. MSS., 706o, f. 39.
 2 Ibid., f. 49, February 11, I69 .

 3 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, Greg to Trenchard, April 4, 1693.
 4 Ibid., March 28, 1693, to Nottingham, May 2 to Trenchard.
 S Ibid., April 29, 1693.

 6 Ibid., 22, I693.
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 it was William's plan, applauded by the other Allies, to
 buy up the corn of neutral traders, and so starve France
 into surrender.' Neither side, however, really yielded.
 The Northern crowns made naval preparations more showy
 than real.s De Lente, at the Hague, presented a memorial S
 to William, stating that twenty-eight Danish ships had been
 confiscated and forty-three were under arrest in England.
 He was also asked to induce Spain to order her privateers
 not to attack Scandinavian ships and to accept Christian's
 passport. In their answer, however, the English declared
 the passports to be insufficient, and told the Danes that
 they did not ask for justice in the ordinary courts because
 they feared the results: the Spaniards could answer for
 themselves.4 Christian then ordered new passports to be
 taken out.5 The reputation of the Baltic Powers had a
 severe shock when Zeeland ' capers' arrested one of their
 convoys and forced the captain to yield up eight privateers
 whom he was protecting.6

 Christian's moderation was due to the fact that he was

 busy in North Germany, where the affair of Saxe-Lauen-
 burg was. causing great excitement. This duchy, which lay
 in North Germany, between the lands to the east of the Elbe
 and those to the west of it, and was very important strategic-
 ally, though not in size, was claimed in the Imperial Courts
 by Denmark, the House of Luneburg (especially the Duke
 of Zell), and by Saxony. The Luneburgers, whose steady
 and successful 'policy of grab' was always making trouble
 at this time, had occupied Ratzeburg, the chief fortress,
 and were strengthening the defences.7 Christian could not
 submit to this, and threatened to ally himself with Saxony

 1 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, December 5, 1693.
 2 Ibid., December 8 and ii, 1693, to Nottingham.
 3 Ibid., May 21, I693.
 4 Ibid., May 23.
 ( Ibid.

 6 Ibid., June 20o, 26, 1693.

 7 Ibid., April , 1693. 24'
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 against them. The Duke of Zell's cool proposal' to lay open
 part of the fortifications if Brandenburg would guarantee his
 possession of the duchy until the suit had been settled by
 the law of the Empire, did not soothe him. Meanwhile the
 Luneburgers were trying to gain the open protection of
 Sweden and England, for their private aggrandisement, by
 representing that Denmark really intended to invade Lower
 Saxony, in support of French designs, and to attack Hamburg.-
 Greg, the English envoy, did not believe this, and Charles XI
 seems to have been of the same opinion.3 They were more
 successful with William,4 and a satisfactory answer to
 the Dutch memorial on the subject, and the fear of hope-
 lessly offending Christian's self-esteem,5 alone prevented
 the presentation of a strong protest by England on behalf
 of Zell.6 However, the Maritime Powers threatened to
 send a fleet to the Baltic to coerce Denmark. Indeed, there
 was no doubt that Christian would gladly have attacked
 the Luneburgers,7 especially as France would have paid
 him well for the consequent withdrawal of the Luneburg
 troops from the Allied army.

 But Denmark just then had more to hope -from the
 MVaritime Powers than from France.8 Christian stayed his
 march on Holstein,9 and entered into a negotiation with
 the imperial ambassadors on the subjects of the payment
 of the Emperor's debt of one million rix-dollars to Denmark
 and expedients to satisfy the princes who opposed the
 ninth electorate and the fortification of Ratzeburg. Den-
 mark specially desired the toll on the Elbe, the demolition of

 1 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, April 18, 1693.
 2 Ibid., April I8 and 29, 1693.
 3 Ibid.
 4 Ibid., May 19, 1693,
 5 Ibid., May 6, 1693.
 6 William to Heinsius, July 27, 1693, vol. i. f. 125.
 7 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, June 3, 1693, and Luttrell's Diary, May 30,

 1693.
 8 Ibid., June Io, 1693,
 9 Ibid., June 26, 1693.

This content downloaded from 165.193.178.102 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 14:48:16 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 ENGLAND AND THE NORTHERN POWERS, 1689-1697 175

 the new fortifications, and the sequestration of the duchy
 until the law suit was settled. But the machinery of
 the empire was unable to answer these demands. The
 Luneburgers would only offer' to pay the debt for the
 Emperor, instead of razing the fortifications, and Christian,
 disregarding Sweden's 2 'dehortatory proclamation,' started
 on the march.3 The Duke of Zell refused his offers of a

 suspension of hostilities, each party remaining on its own
 side of the Elbe, and the Danes began to bombard Ratzeburg.
 The play had now begun,4 and Lexington and Hop arrived in
 hot haste, on behalf of the Maritime Powers, to make peace.5
 Christian, however, was calm. He felt sure that Sweden
 and the other German Powers really supported him; the
 season was too late for the Maritime Powers to harm him;
 besides, they were not likely to make war in such a cause;
 and, above all, the interests of the Allies would oblige William
 to effect a peaceful settlement somehow. Greg himself,
 after the first shock, thoughts the bombardment rather
 useful, since it would soothe Christian's dignity and he
 would be more amenable afterwards. The intense anxiety
 shown by so many great Powers raised Danish vanity to
 its height; 'they think themselves the greatest princes
 of the earth,' wrote Rycaut to Stepney, December 27, 1693.7

 Sweden offered her powerful mediation in August,s and
 the mediators worked hard at expedients; but peace was
 due to the collapse 9 of the Luneburgers. Their own troops
 were serving the Allies; the Maritime Powers could not
 send a fleet; Sweden would not defend their annexations;

 1 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, August Io, 1693.
 2 Ibid., July 15, I693.
 3 Ibid., August 7, 1693.
 4 Ibid., August 4, 1693, and Hist. MSS, Comm. Report. Report 12

 App. part 5, p. 149.
 6 Ibid., September iI, 1693,
 6 Ibid., August 24, 1693.
 7 Add. MSS., 7060, f. xo3.
 8 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, August 27, to Blathwayt.
 9 Add. MSS., 7060o, September 27, x693, f. 1o4,
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 and, above all, there was a famine in Ratzeburg 'Pro-
 visions are so scarce in Ratzeburg that I fear the Lune-
 burgers will be forced to condescend to very dishonourable
 conditions,' Rycaut reported. After some bickering a
 treaty 1 was signed on September 29, by which the Lune-
 burgers were to demolish the fortifications, leaving a small
 ' civil ' garrison, and both parties were to evacuate the duchy
 simultaneously. Denmark was left glowing with pride ;
 so much so, that she immediately asked a most outrageous
 price for her alliance, and was refused. William was left
 with his very bad opinion of Denmark much strengthened;
 her measures he called S ' as pernicious for the general good
 as they are interested.'

 III.-RELATIONS BETWEEN DENMARK AND ENGLAND,
 1693-1697.

 Meanwhile the French privateers, under such famous
 captains as Jean Bart 4 and his brother, out-sailed and out-
 fought the English and Dutch, and, using the fine harbours
 of Norway as centres, made the Northern Seas thoroughly
 unsafe. English merchants asked for a regular convoy
 to the Sound, for their trade was nearly ruined.5 The
 Baltic Powers, especially the Danes,6 were so exasperated
 by their losses that the latter would not renew the com-
 mercial treaty with France, expired in 1692, since the
 French would not recognise the principle of free ships make

 1 Add. MSS., 70o60, September 30, f. Io8.
 2 Ibid.

 3 William to Heinsius, November 28693, f. 33, vol. i.
 'December 8 'j 693Y f.-131,VOL.i. 4 For his exploits see Laughton, Studies in Naval History. For other

 French sailors see Du Guay Truin in same work, and Gu6rin, Histoire de la
 marine franpaise; also, Memoirs relating to Lord Torrington, edited by
 J. K. Laughton, Camden Society, N.S.

 6 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, Butts to Trenchard, April 29, 1693; also Ranke,
 vi. p. 57.

 6 Ibid., June io, 1693, Greg to Trenchard.
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 free goods. They even talked of forbidding ' trade with
 France for a year or two because it was unprofitable. The
 embassy of Lexington and Hop had been partly for the
 purpose of cultivating this favourable disposition.2 The
 Danes seemed willing to accept their terms of satisfaction,
 and in return to re-allow freedom of commerce between

 England and the North Seas, which in their wrath they had
 forbidden. Christian was, however, as usual, jilted for
 Sweden. Acting on their principle of opposition to Den-
 mark, the Swedes 3 now insisted on making reprisals on
 the Maritime Powers. The Dutch feared Sweden far

 more than Denmark, and by an adroit agreement with
 the former, which practically conceded all claims of
 freedom for neutrals, left Denmark out in the cold.' Sooth
 to say, the Dutch, as the carriers of the world, had long
 been desirous of the recognition of the claim that ' the flag
 covers the goods.' 5 Hence arose their lukewarmness towards
 the prohibition of French trade and their readiness to make
 terms with Sweden. England would have been perfectly
 ready to follow this example and satisfy Denmark,6 but the
 Danish merchants would not hear of an investigation into
 their losses.

 At first Denmark seemed likely to submit to circum-
 stances and to give up the idea of reprisals. Christian 7
 contented himself with doing an ill turn to the Allies by
 a formal proposition for a general peace on French terms,8
 without even any mention of the recognition of William
 and Mary, the most necessary point of all. He suffered

 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, June 13, i693.
 2 Ibid., October 31, 1693, to Lexington.
 3 Ibid.

 4 Ibid., November I1 and 25, 1693, to Trenchard, and Grovestins, vi.
 p. 404.

 r See for example Letters and Papers relating to the First Dutch War,
 p. 48, Gardiner, Navy Records Society; also Mignet, vol. iv. p. 624.

 6 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, Greg to Trenchard, November 25, 1693.
 7 Ibid., December 5, i693.
 8 Ibid., December 9, 1693,
 T.S.-VOL. V. N
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 the usual disappointment. France, like everyone else,
 preferred Sweden, and a few weeks later I induced that
 country to offer far more acceptable terms, including a
 compromise on the question of the English succession.
 Christian was made ridiculous,2 and the stubbornness of the
 French on the commercial treaty increased his anger against
 them.

 Christian was, however, in no good humour with the
 Sea Powers.8 He demanded satisfaction for his subjects in
 the Empire and for the Hanse towns, though they had
 openly broken the avocatoria.4 Angered by the triumph
 of the Dutch over their agreement with Sweden, and think-
 ing the latter not very well-disposed to its new friends, in
 spite of the agreement, Christian suddenly arrested all the
 Dutch ships in Danish waters, saying he would keep them
 until satisfaction was made to him. Again his stars were
 unfavourable.5 Sweden was offended because some of the

 ships were arrested in the Carlscrona roads and refused 6
 to countenance the act.

 In the spring of 1694, therefore, negotiations between
 Denmark and the Allies were again active, this time under
 the direction of the Brandenburg envoy at Copenhagen.
 Denmark was exasperated with France and Sweden, and,
 besides the general interest of the Allies, England in parti-
 cular needed an agreement with Denmark on the subject 7
 of the reception of the French privateers and their prizes
 in Norwegian ports in spite of numerous edicts against the
 practice. The really important demands were: (I) by the
 English, (a) the prohibition of commerce with France and
 of the harbouring of French privateers, and (b) the cessation
 of Danish opposition to the ninth electorate; and (2) by
 the Danes, the toll on the Elbe. If the last could be settled
 Greg thought the Danes would be reasonable.

 1 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, December :6, 1693.  2 Ibid.

 3 Ibid., December 5 and December ig, 1693.
 Ibid., December 9, 1693.  5 Ibid., December I6, 1693.

 6 Ibid., December 23, 1693.  7 Ibid.
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 The holding up 1 of a Danish and Swedish convoy in the
 Sound caused commotion, but they were so clearly ' colour-
 ing' other ships that Christian could not protest, and even
 issued orders for a stricter system of passports.2 Matters
 now hinged on the trouble over the arrest of the Dutch
 ships. Christian was eager to save his pride by adopting
 the proposal3 of Brandenburg, that he and the Dutch
 should release their arrests at the same time. The Dutch

 naturally thought otherwise, for of the nine ships held
 by them six were believed to be privateers. Falaisseau, the
 Brandenburg envoy,4 told his master that a settlement
 was prevented by the incurable mistrust of the Maritime
 Powers for Denmark. Indeed, William was writing C to
 Heinsius that he believed Denmark was only negotiating
 with us to get better terms from France. But then
 Falaisseau would have given up the prohibition of trade with
 France to placate Denmark, for the Allies did not appreciate
 the standpoint of the Sea Powers, and thought it selfish.

 In fact the Danes were trying to escape from the diffi-
 culty in both ways. On the one hand, Falaisseau con-
 tinued to negotiate for a mutual release of the arrested
 ships and for a ' satisfaction' by the Dutch of the Danish
 claims, with the usual reduction by one half. On the other
 hand the Danes were trying to obtain from Sweden an
 approval of the arrests of the Dutch ships, which would
 entail armed reprisals by both Sweden and Denmark. If
 Sweden would not act, no more faith was to be placed in her.
 From this dilemma Charles extricated himself very cleverly.s
 He approved of Denmark's action, and said it was a casus
 denegatae justitiae ; but since he did not say the Danes had
 been denied justice before the arrests he was not bound to

 1 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, January x6, x69 .
 2 Ibid., January 2, 30, February 3, 6, 169 , etc.

 ? Ibid., February 1o, x693.
 4 Ibid., February 13, I693, inclosure.

 Ibid., February `6 x693, vol. i. f. i39.
 6 Ibid., March 13, I693, Greg to Trenchard.

 N2
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 execute the treaty; on the contrary he advised an accom-
 modation. At the same time he ordered 1 Lilienroth, at the

 Hague, to make very strong representations. The violence
 of the Zeeland ' capers' was permitted, he said, in order to
 ruin the commerce of the Baltic Powers, and if it were not
 stopped he would execute the treaty with Denmark.2
 William, true to his principle of separating the Northern
 Crowns, saw that France had abandoned Denmark, and
 therefore it had best be secured at once, lest Oxenstiern,
 the only Swedish minister favourable to the allies, should
 die and Sweden join France. So, in spite of the arrest
 of more Danish ships by the Dutch, the mutual release of
 vessels was effected, except of two Danish bottoms loaded
 with contraband.

 But, though the matter was on the way to a satisfactory
 settlement, the Danes were displeased with everyone.3 They
 held William responsible for all the offences of the Sea Powers,
 and were 4 angry with Sweden and with the Allies because
 the former alone had been mentioned as a possible mediator
 of the general peace. Then came an arrest 5 of the Danish
 and Swedish fleet in the Downs. The Danes were parti-
 cularly irritated by Cloudesley Shovel 8 compelling a
 certain Captain Barfoot, who had refused to strike his flag.
 to do so under fire. Christian could not defend his captain;
 but he complained of violence and would fain have put
 this defiance of England's ancient prerogative in the narrow
 seas on a level with the omission by some English captains
 to salute his new fortress of Cronberg.7 It appears that

 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, March 20, i693.

 2 William to Heinsius, March .66, 1694, vol. i. f. 144.
 3 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, February 24, 1694.
 4 Ibid., June 23, 1694, to Vernon.
 5 Ibid., July I7, 1694.
 6 Ibid., August 17, 1694, account by Captain Robert Deane. Political

 History of England, Lodge, p. 389, and Cal. S.P. Dom., 1694-1695, pp.
 259, 263, 267, 269.

 7 Christian to Paulli (in England), August 25, 1694; S.P.F., Denmark,
 23; and Cal. S.P.Dom., July, December, 1695, p. 276.
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 William had ordered the salute with three guns, but was
 not always obeyed.' He even feared that war might
 follow from this unseasonable encounter; 'however, I
 neither dare nor can do anything in it: the honour of the
 nation being compromised, I must maintain it, though it
 may be costly.' But it was not Christian's interest to
 break with the Maritime Powers without any hope of
 support from Sweden. His dignity was salved when
 Sir Cloudesley Shovel came to the Baltic and saluted
 Cronberg with three guns. The Danes were still more
 pacified 4 by Shrewsbury's very conciliatory treatment of
 the arrested ships.

 The relations between Denmark and England were
 considerably more peaceful after this time. Since Sweden
 seemed to be veering steadily towards France, the Allies
 were the more eager to engage Denmark in their cause. On
 the other hand, Christian's5 health was failing, and his
 government was therefore feebler. Sweden and France
 had failed him, and so he turned to the Allies for money;
 and he was, perhaps, not uninfluenced by the hope6 of
 securing William, now a widower, for a son-in-law. On
 March 4, I694, Christian V issued a proclamation 7 enforc-
 ing the previous regulations for traffic in the Northern
 Seas, e.g. the administration of the corporal oath, pro-
 hibition of selling ships to France, fine for giving certificates
 without taking an oath, etc.

 In March8 Greg heard that Lente, at the Hague, had
 received full powers to make a close alliance with the Sea
 Powers. The chief obstacles were that Denmark 9 wanted

 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, October 2, 1694, Greg to Vernon.
 2 William to Heinsius, f. 156, September 2, 1694, vol. i.
 3 S.P.F., Denmark, 23, December 11, 1694.
 4 Ibid., July 21, I694.
 " Ibid., 24, March 2, i694.
 6 Lexington Papers, p. 62, Cressett to Lexington, February 14, i694.
 7 S.P.F., Denmark, 24.
 8 Ibid., March 30, I695, to Shrewsbury.
 9 William to Heinsius, February 24 169 f. 74. March 4 ' 55 174
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 the toll on the Elbe, the mediation of the general peace, and
 a too lavish satisfaction for the prohibition of the trade
 with France. The second point Lente was ready to yield;
 and as for the last, William grimly remarked: 'If they
 expect to get any money from me they are very much
 mistaken, for there will be none.' But the matter of the
 toll on the Elbe was very 'thorny'; the Danes put down
 the whole delay to William's account, while he, though
 anxious for an agreement, saw that Sweden could never
 allow their rivals so to aggrandise themselves. Negotiations
 dragged on for nearly two years. There was often no
 Danish 1 resident in England to give his help, for so many
 had been recalled on account of offence given to William
 or to his government that it was difficult to find a man for
 the post. In 1696 also the Holstein question was again
 to the fore. However, after much grumbling by William
 at the cost, a treaty was made in December 1696. In the
 secret 2 articles the Danes yielded up nearly all the claims
 which had been so troublesome to the Allies. They agreed
 to prohibit the trade with France, to exclude French
 privateers from the ports of Norway, to withdraw their
 opposition to the ninth electorate; nor was the toll on
 the Elbe mentioned. In return England and Holland
 undertook to pay handsome yearly subsidies and other sums
 until the end of the war, and to do their best to persuade
 the Emperor and Spain to liquidate their large debts to
 Denmark. The Danes might well congratulate themselves.
 These claims had brought them abundance of gain and
 notoriety during the war, and now that it was drawing to a
 close they were able to sell the remainder of their interest
 in them at a very high price. It was the growing friend-
 ship of Sweden and France which enabled Denmark to
 make such a good bargain with the Allies.

 The improved relations between the two countries had

 SS.P.F., Denmark, 24, 25, February 169 , Greg to Vernon.
 S.P.F., Denmark Foreign Entry Books, 2,
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 already, on March I, 1696, induced the English merchants I
 to lay some proposals for the increase of the trade with
 Denmark in naval stores before the Lords of Trade. They
 pointed out that they had already trebled the trade with
 Sweden in iron. The proposals show the restrictions on
 English merchants in Denmark. They desire (I) proper
 stations and arrangements for factories unless the Danes
 will manufacture their own goods; (2) freedom for English
 merchants in religion, and from military quarterings,
 arbitrary taxes, and confiscation of goods after death;
 (3) freedom to import and to sell wool and other goods
 from England and her plantations.

 As a matter of fact, Christian's mind in these years was
 occupied with the old questions of Holstein-Gottorp and
 Hamburg. Neither of these episodes was concluded at the
 Treaty of Ryswick, and the former,2 indeed, led straight up
 to the great Northern War; but it is as well to give their
 beginnings. In 1695 the old Duke died3 ; his son was
 young and war-like, and betrothed to the elder daughter of
 Charles XI, nor could the frantic efforts of Christian, backed
 by d'Avaux, change that King's intentions. Christian was
 naturally extremely 4 alarmed at the prospect, and quarrelled
 with the Duke on the most frivolous pretexts-such as the
 effacing of his (Christian's) name on the Schleswig churches
 when they were repainted. Matters grew worse towards the
 end of 1696. The chief trouble was that Christian denied 5
 the Duke's jus armorum, i.e. his power of levying and
 maintaining soldiers in his own right; that is, he denied his
 independent sovereignty.6 It seems that in the last years of
 the war he even forbade the Holstein troops serving with the
 Allies to return to their own country. In 1696 the Maritime

 S.P.F., Denmark, 24.
 2 Cambridge Modern History, vol. v. chaps. I8 and i9.

 3 S.P.F., Denmark, 24, Greg to Vernon, February 5, 169 ,
 4 Ibid., April 6, 1695, to Shrewsbury. Burnet, pp. 628, 659, 66o.
 j S.P.F., Hamburgk, 19, June 22, 1697, Rycaut to Williamson.
 6 Add. MSS., 23617, f. 6o, October I, 1697.
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 Powers thought it high time to interfere in the interests of
 peace. A conference of mediators (Maritime Powers,
 Emperor, Sweden, Brandenburg, etc.) was established at
 Hamburg, and their attempts were called the 'Treaty of
 Pinnenburg.' William thought that Holstein, relying on
 Sweden and urged on by the Luneburgers, was by no
 means blameless, and he could not afford to estrange
 Denmark. He wrote' to Heinsius that he would speak
 firmly to the former, and 'show them it is neither our
 intention nor interest to allow a rupture with Denmark,
 and help the aggressor.' The Duke fared ill, for none of
 the mediators except England and Holland did anything
 or wished to show him justice. In the summer of 1697
 Christian caused excitement by demolishing some forts
 in Holstein,2 but the English representative, Cressett,
 prevailed on him to go home. The Duke pressed William
 to declare in his favour, but the latter 8 decided to delay
 until the state of Europe was less inflammable before taking
 a step which might make Holstein too presumptuous and
 anger the Danes. Besides, ' we are not in a conjuncture to
 force the Danes to anything while they keep quiet,' Blath-
 wayt candidly admitted to Cressett. The treaty was aban-
 doned, re infecta, in 1698, and open hostility was renewed.

 Meanwhile Christian in 1696 again pressed his claims to
 the sovereignty of Hamburg. He was probably encouraged
 by the fact that his friends the burghers, helped by a great
 ecclesiastical squabble,4 had won the upper hand. As they
 knew nothing of foreign politics and were amenable only
 to brute force, they did not hesitate to defy William openly
 over the trade with France. In 1697 they went still farther.5
 The Scotch East India Company, soon to gain a mournful

 1 April 7 , 696, f. 218, vol. i.

 2 Add. MSS., 23617, Blathwayt to Cressett, f. 15, June 3, x697.
 3 Ibid., f. 53, September 7, 1697.
 4 S.P.F., Hamburgh, 18 and ig, passim.
 I For this incident see Lang, History of Scotland, vol. iv., and Lodge,

 Political History, pp. 341 ff.
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 fame in Darien, wished to set up a staple and enlarge its
 subscriptions at Hamburg, where the English Merchant
 Adventurers flourished. William, who was anxious to
 suffocate the whole scheme, ordered his representative,
 Rycaut, to prevent this. He succeeded, but drew a bitter
 and very insolent protest from the Hamburgers against
 William's action,1 which was reproduced in stronger terms
 by Dyer's news-letter for the benefit of the Jacobites. But
 as the peace drew near Hamburg became more humble,
 fearing lest William should exclude their territories
 from the benefits of the treaty. His representatives
 would not only have excluded them from the Peace, but
 also their magistrates from the dinner by which the Peace
 was celebrated. However, their master's superior modera-
 tion accorded both the guarantee and the meal.

 The Duke of Holstein does not seem to have been so

 fortunate, In 1698 3 he was still appealing to William to
 include his lands in the guarantee of the Treaty of Ryswick.
 Whether he was successful or not does not appear. But in
 reality, with regard to both Hamburg and Holstein, William
 was pursuing the same policy. He was trying to cut off the
 King of Denmark from his favourite points of attack on
 the repose of Northern Europe, yet without giving him
 offence. So, in spite of their insolence, he placed the
 Hamburgers under the protection of Europe. On the other
 hand, the case of Holstein was already under mediation,
 with which it would have been dangerous to interfere at
 that time, as throughout this period William was doing
 his best to prevent a northern war. It is true that soon
 afterwards it broke out;4 but his efforts localised it, and
 confined it to the form least dangerous to the rest of Europe.

 1 S.P.F., Hamburgh, 9g, No. 40, April 20, 1697, Rycaut to Williamson;
 Ellis, Correspondence Foreign, vol. iv. f. 213.

 2 Add. MSS., 23617, f. 62, October 15, 1697, Cressett to Blathwayt.

 3 S.P.F., Denmark, 24, January 17, I697.
 4 Cambridge Modern History, vol. v. chap. Ig ; Ranke, vi. 165 ff.; also

 ' Life of Rooke' in From Howard to Nelson.
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 APPENDIX

 BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THE POSITION OF ENGLAND TOWARDS THE

 NORTHERN POWERS, 1689-1697

 UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT AUTHORITIES

 I. RECORD OFFICE. STATE PAPERS FOREIGN

 i. Denmark
 S.P. Foreign, 22, 1685-1692, R. Molesworth.
 S.P. Foreign, 23, 1693-1694, H. Grey.
 S.P. Foreign, 24, 1695-1702, H. Grey and J. Vernon.
 S.P. Foreign Entry Books, 2, 1679-1704.
 S.P. Foreign Ministers (in England), I, 1684-I780.
 S.P. Treaty Papers, 4, 1689-1743.

 2. Sweden

 S.P. Foreign, 13, 1689-1692, Dr. J. Robinson and W.
 Duncombe.

 S.P. Foreign, 14, 1694-1697, Dr. J. Robinson.
 S.P. Foreign, 15, 1697-1703, Dr. J. Robinson.
 S.P. Foreign Entry Books, 153, 1679-1704, Secretary's

 Letter Book.

 S.P. Foreign Ministers (in England), 60, 1680-1709.
 S.P. Treaty Papers, 70, 1673-1703.

 3. Hamburg and Hanse Towns
 S.P. Foreign, 17, 1689-1691, Sir P. Rycaut.
 S.P. Foreign, i8, 1692-1694, Sir P. Rycaut.
 S.P. Foreign, 19, 1695-1698, Sir P. Rycaut and J. Cressett.
 S.P. Foreign Treaty Papers, 31, 1586-1724.

 4. Holland

 S.P. Foreign, 221, 1689-I69O, Aglionby, M. Prior, etc.
 S.P. Foreign, 222, 1689-1693, Lord Dursley, etc.
 S.P. Foreign, 223, 1692-1697, Prior, Kirk, etc.
 S.P. Foreign Treaty Papers, 50.
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 II. BRITISH MUSEUM

 I. General

 Add. MSS., 34504; 34505. Mackintosh Collection, vols.
 xviii. and xix. Copies of Letters from William III
 to Heinsius, 2 vols.

 Add. MSS., 21488, Original Official Letters from Heinsius
 to Blathwayt, 1693-1699.

 Add. MSS., 34353, Point of Honour in the Salutation
 used at Sea, MSS. by Sir Philip Meadows.

 Add. MSS., 28,896-28,900. Miscellaneous Foreign Cor-
 respondence of J. Ellis, vols. i. to v.

 2. Sweden

 Add. MSS., 35o105. Correspondence between Dr. J. Robin-
 son, Envoy to Sweden, and W. Blathwayt, 1693-1698
 (chiefly in 1693), fills gap in State Papers at R.O.

 3. Hamburg, etc.
 Add. MSS., 7060, Stepney Papers, vol. iii. Original Letters

 from Rycaut to Stepney, 1691-1694.
 Add. MSS., 21490. Original Letters from Rycaut to

 Blathwayt, 1694-1699.
 Add. MSS., 23616. Diplomatic correspondence of J.

 Cressett with Blathwayt, 1695-1701.

 PRINTED WORKS

 I. MODERN WORKS

 'Cambridge Modern History,' vol. v., Age of Louis XIV.

 (a) England's Foreign Policy

 Macaulay, T. B. ' History of England.' (Popular edition, 1899.)
 ' Political History of England,' vol. viii., 1660-1702.
 Ranke, L. von. 'History of England, Principally in the Seven-

 teenth Century.'
 Grovestins, Sirtema van. 'Histoire des luttes et rivalites entre

 les puissances maritimes et la France.'
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 Chance, J. F. 'George I and the Northern War.'
 Legrelle, A. 'La Diplomatie Fran9aise et la Succession

 d'Espagne.'
 Seeley, J. R. 'Growth of British Policy.'
 Praet, J. van. ' Essais sur 1'histoire politique des derniers siecles.'
 Acton, Lord. 'Lectures on Modern History.'
 Hassall, A. 'Balance of Power, 1598-I715.'
 Rousset, C. F. M. ' Histoire de Louvois et de son administration.'
 Ward, A. W ' Electress Sophia and the Hanoverian Succession.'
 Mignet. 'N 6gotiations r6latives a la succession d'Espagne sous

 Louis XIV.'

 (b) Histories of Foreign Countries
 I. Sweden.

 Bain, R. N. 'Scandinavia.'
 Bain, R. N. 'Charles XII.'
 Voltaire. 'Charles XII.'

 2. Denmark.

 Allen. 'Histoire de Danemark.'

 3. Holland.

 Davies, C. M. 'History of Holland.'
 Blok, P. J. 'History of the People of the Netherlands.'

 4. Germany.

 Pages, G. 'Contributions ' l'histoire de la Politique
 Frangaise en Allemagne sous Louis XIV.'

 5. France.
 Lavisse, E. 'Histoire de France.' Tom. 7, ii.; Tom. 8, i.
 Gu6rin, L. 'Histoire Maritime de la France.'

 6. General.

 Williams, J. 'Rise, Progress and Present State of the
 Northern Governments.'

 Chance, J. F. ' List of Diplomatic Agents and Representa-
 tives, England and North Germany.'

 (c) Special Subjects
 I. Military and Naval.

 Fortescue, J. W. 'History of the British Army.'
 Clowes, W. C. 'History of the Royal Navy.'
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 Laughton, Sir J. K. 'Studies in Naval History.'
 Laughton, Sir J. K. ' The Study of Naval History.'
 Corbett, J. S. 'English in the Mediterranean, 1603-1713.'
 Corbett, J. S. 'Capture of Private Property at Sea.'
 Mahan, A. T. 'The Influence of Sea Power on History.'
 Colomb, P. H. 'Naval Warfare.'
 Guerin, L. 'Histoire de la Marine Franqaise.'

 2. Economic.

 Cunningham, W. 'Growth of English Industry and
 Commerce.'

 Andrews, C. M. 'British Committees, Commissions and
 Councils of Trade and Plantations, 1622-1675.'

 Schm6ller, G. ' The Mercantile System.'
 Ashley. 'Tory Origin of Free Trade.'
 Hertz, G. B. ' English Public Opinion after the Restoration.'

 II. MODERN BIOGRAPHIES AND SPECIAL STUDIES LARGELY

 FOUNDED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS

 Clarke, J. S. 'Life of James II.'
 Campana Cavelli, Marquise de. 'Les derniers Stuarts & St.

 Germain-en-Laye.'
 Lort-Serignan. 'Guillaume III, Stathouder et Roi.'
 Harris, W. 'Life of William III.'
 Foxcroft, H. 'Life of Halifax.'
 Dalrymple, Sir J. 'Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland.'

 III. CONTEMPORARY WORKS

 (a) Histories, Biographies and Memoirs

 I. Relating to England.

 Burnet, G. 'History of his own Times,' edition in i vol.,
 1838.

 Ralph. 'History of England.'
 Boyer, A. 'Life of Sir Wm. Temple.'
 Boyer, A. 'Life of William III.'
 North, R. 'Lives of the Norths.'
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 2. On Foreign Affairs.

 Spanheim, E. 'M6moire sur les Conjonctures de I688.' (In
 Ranke, ' Simmtliche Werke,' XII.)

 Spanheim, E. ' R61lation de la Cour de France, 1690.'
 Robinson, Dr. J. ' An Account of Sweden, 1694.'
 Molesworth, R. 'An Account of Denmark, 1692.'

 3. Navy.
 Burchett, J. 'Memoirs of Transactions at Sea, 1688-1697.'

 (b) Memoirs, Diaries, Autobiographies, etc.

 I. English.
 Luttrell, Nr. 'Brief Relation of State Affairs.'
 Evelyn, J. 'Diary.'
 Wood, A. 'Life and Times.'
 Reresby, Sir J. 'Memoirs.'

 2. Foreign.

 Torcy. ' M6moires.'
 Dangeau, P. de C. 'Journal.'
 Saint-Simon, Duc de. 'M6moires sur le rgne de Louis

 XIV.'

 Lamberty, G. de. 'M6moires de la dernidre Revolution
 de 1'Angleterre.'

 (c) Pamphlets.

 'Somers Tracts.' Ed., Sir W. Scott, 18o9-1815.
 'Harleian Miscellany.' Ed., T. Park, 18o8-1813.
 Davenant, Charles. 'Political and Commercial Works.'
 North, Dudley. 'Discourses upon Trade.'
 'Britannia Languens.'

 (d) Collections of Papers, Correspondence, etc.

 I. English.
 Perwich, William. 'Despatches of W. Perwich, English

 Agent in Paris, 1669-1677.' (Camden Series.)
 Coxe, W. 'Shrewsbury Correspondence.'
 Hatton. 'Correspondence' (Camden Society).
 Ellis. 'Correspondence': Edited by G. A. Ellis.
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 'Lexington Papers.'
 'Letters and Papers relating to the First Dutch War,

 1652-1654' (Navy Records Society).
 'Memoirs relating to Lord Torrington' (Camden Society).
 Historical Manuscripts Commission Reports:-

 Bath MSS. at Longleat, vol. iii.
 Buccleugh MSS. at Montagu House, vol. ii.
 Rutland MSS., vol. ii. Report XII, App. V.
 Stuart MSS., vol. i.
 Shrewsbury MSS. Report XV, vol. ii., parts I and II.
 Dartmouth MSS. Report XI, App. part V, vol. i.
 A. Morrison MSS. Report IX, App. part II.
 Portland MSS. Report XV, App. part IV.
 Lord de Ros MSS. Report IV, App.
 Portland MSS. Report XIV, App. part II.
 MSS. of the House of Lords. Report XII, App.

 part VI; Report XIII, App. part V; Report XIV,
 App. part VI.

 2. Foreign.
 Avaux, Comte d'. 'N6gociations . . . A la cour de Suede,

 1693, 1697, 1698.'
 'Archives de la Maison d'Orange-Nassau,' 3me s rie:

 Edited by A. Kramer.
 Miiller, P. L. 'Wilhelm III von Oranien und G. F. von

 Waldeck.'

 Grimblot, P. 'Letters of William III and Louis XIV and
 their Ministers.'

 Avaux, Comte d'. 'N6gociations . . . en Irlande,
 1689-1690 ' (privately printed ? 183o).
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